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Following is After Action Report for period 1-30 April 1545

1 april 1945

The regiment apent Easter Sunday. in the vicinity of Kraftsoims,
Germany. Mission of mopping up trapped German remnants was cominuei.
Patrols were active with O Compeny patrcl wourding 1 Jerry, teking snother
prisoner of a nine-men eneny patrol. A Co patrol encounterel enemy
stragglers, killing one officer in fire fight which followel. Many
prisoners Were teken but no valuable information wes gained from them
since they were remnants of mumerous eneny divisions, Only resistance
encountered was put up by S8 troops although PW figures showel tanat
even they gzave up when the odds were against them,.

2 April 1945 :
Hourly patrols were semt to comb out the Woods in sector, PW supply
wae dwind ling, only 13 teken during day. Treining scheiules were begun,
training in basic subjecte being comlucted.

3 April 1945
Training and maint ensnce continuwd, re.nge firing being conducted.
Patrols returnel reporting no enemy contect whetsoever, Reziment receivel
mefch order to move to vicinity Kirchheim to assenbly area ani assume
position of Div reserve, on 4 April 1945, :

4 Aphil 1945
H-Hour delayel and agsembly ares movel several Km forwamd vicinity
Dippach due to difficulty in obtaining trensportstion for move, Colonel
Curtie D Renfro, Regtl Camdr, wae avwarded the Silwer Star (Osk Leaf Cluster),

5 April 1945
346th CT croseee IP gt 1%00. Regtl OP openel Heringen at 1900. 1lst
end 20 Bns apsembled vicinity of Heringens 34 Bn and Service Canpany Were
unable to move due to lack of tramsportation and will move & April. Regt
in Div Reserve.

6 April 1945
3d Bn ami Sv 0o movel to assembly eres vicinity Heringen. Regt in
Div Res awaiting orders. Patrolling and mopping up operetions in present
area continuel. No enemy resistence encounterel on patrols,

7 April 1945
Regtl OP moves to new agsembly area vicinity Bed Liebenstem. Regtl
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OP openel st 2000 at Bed Liebenstein, . lst Bn sssembled in Bairodg; 2
Bn in Brotteroda; 3d Bn in Steinbach. Mission is protection of left (¥)
flank of Div against enemy pocketed in zone of 89th Div, Contact between
battalions meinteinel during night. 1t Bn took 3 PW's who were guarding
rosd block at (H958481). : -

8 April 1945

It Col Donald G Olayman, who hed been evacuated on 29 Jenuery 1845
vicinity Herresbach after being woundel in the hard, returned st 1410
srd sgein assunel commerd of the Regtl GT. Colonel Renfro, who had
succesefully commarded the troope for two months during the storming of
the Siegfriel Line and the crossing of the Mosel and Rhine Rivers left
for another assigrment with the satiefaction of a job Well dones E Coc
relievel B Co of the 345 Inf at Klein--Schmalkeldin with mission of
blocking roeds and patrolling in thet area. Eneny air activity observel
in sector for first time in momths — 2 ME 109's firel upon by D Co, no
hite observed.

9 april 1945
34 Bn moved vicinity (H9848) to protect North flank of division
west of Tembach, at 0700. 1lst Bn moved to vicinity Tembach, closing inmto
position st 2005. Regtl OP opened at Tambach at 1800, Security petrols
cont inued throughout period, Division informel us thet attack would
junp off at 0630 hours, 10 April with abjective Plaue (J2%46)., IPW
reportel a total of 133 PW's for dey. ‘346 OT still to be in Div Res.

10 April 1945 :
346 CT remainel in Div Ree while 345 CT end 347 CT jumped off toward
Div Obj. 2i Bnmovel wp to vicinity Tambach. lst Bn sent Torce of 1
tenk, 1TD end 1 Plat of Infantry to vicinity (H99545C) to reluce enany
foree harrassing our supply columns. The divieions task force, TF Sundt
vae again orgenized with our K Campany, now eXp erienced infentry-tark

men, comprising the mobile infantry., 00 returns fram Division at 2300

with mission of attack on the morning of 1l spril, It Col Clayman, Regtl
Comdr awerdel the Silver Star for action in and arcund Herresbach on 29 Jan

1945,

11 April 1945

Morele of the troops was highy this morning they would get their
chance to be on the move agein after almost tWo weeks in a static position,
Themain objective was almost a hundrel miles to the East, just short of
Czechoslovakia, ami they felt confident that they could obtain this objective
in the very near future. The plan of attack wes as follows: TF Sundt wes
t0 make a 35 Km emd run through the 89th Division sector, then drive South
into the towns of Oberwillingen (J3146) emd Niederwillingen (J3246), disrupt
the enemy West of Plaue (J2246) and Ilmenau (J2436) to aid the edvance of
the remeining elements of the Combet Teams. °3d Bn, 346th Inf was to be
motorized and preparel to move on Division order via route of TF Sundt to
relieve TF Sundt for further operations. 1st and 24 Bns were to move to
the Eest from positions in and around Tambach and pess through the 345th Inf

_vicinity Plaue and conmtinue the abtack in zone of ection of the 345th Inf.
Go B, 735th Tenk Bn and Co A, 607th TD Bn (less 1 Plet) were to support the
atteck. The stage wa Bet, all elements of the command were oriented
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and the attack was to jump off at 040,

24 and lst Bns movel out on time and lst Bn pessed through 345 Inf
vicinity Pleue st sbout 1200, TF Sundt reached Oberwillingen at 1140, and
proceeled to move to the west, lst Bnmovel under light opposition to the
outskirts of Stedtilm (J3547) wlere heavy opposition was encountered. lst
Bn motorized patrol of 17 men wae sent into Stedtilm and was ambushel as
nothing further was heard from the patrel. 21 Bn was motorized enmd proceeded
to Oberwillingen where they were temporarily held up by enemy artillery
fire. At the close of the day, the troops hed reached their objective with
the 1st Bn 2 Km SW of Stedtilm, 24 Bn 500 Meters SE of Oberwillingen and
the 34 Bn at Grieshedm (J3344). Regtl CP was mobile, keeping contact with
troope by liaison and redio, umtil it reached Oberwillingen where it held up
for the night. Total PW'e for the day, 57. '

12 April 1945

TF Sundt jumped off gt 0515 after S5-minute TOT on Stedtilm amd at
0630 was reportel in the town. Heavy opposition was encounterei in taking
the one remalning bridge in Stedtilm where they later foud two 500 pound
bombs which the enemy wes unable to detonate. 2 BnfBllowed benird TF
Sundt, moving into Stedtilm et 0815, and proceeled to mop wp any remsining
eneny reslistance. Troops contimued to edvance, enemy resistance encountered
consistel of isolatel eneny groups. Three enemy tenks encounterel near
Kirchrenda, one knocked outs 24 Bn followel TF Sumdt into Rudolstaedt amd
by 2010 were in the center of the town. ‘At the emd of the day the lst Bn
buttoned up at Altremde (J4446) and the 3d Bn took up positions st

- Sumiremda (J4544). Regtl OP locetel in Firenstein (J4245) for the night,
Consid ereble artillery fire was received during the day which samewhat
sloweb wp the progress, the greatest concentration falling in and aroum
shrenstein, during the late afterncon., 112 eneny troops gave themselves wp
during the day with the only determined reesistance encountered in taking
Ehr enst ein, _

An instence of resistance from a woman civilian was reported whereby
the wanen fired a shotgun from a second-story wincow, wound ing one of our
men riding on a tank. The man junped off the tank and got his revenge as
she pald with her life,

‘ﬁ%?%, »

13 april 1945

Attack began at 0630, 34 Bn edvancing toward Remda (J4645) and the
town wes reportel clear at 0830. 24 Bn continued mopping up in Rudolstedt,
meet ing heavy resistence from castle in the town and receiving smell arms
end artillery fire from across Seale River, but had town entirsly cleared
by 1700. 3d Bn took Etzelbach (J6043) but bridges were blown oy the retreat-
ing Germans. 18t Bn took Uhlstedt (J6344) but bridge there Wad aslso been
blown, lst Bn A& P Plat attempted to build a bridge but foumi thet it wes
impossible without bridging material. Foob troops crosgel river overcaming
some small arme and MG fire and by midnight hed the 1st and 3d Zn foot
troope acroas., A 200 Ft Bailey Bridge was orderel expedited at Etzelbach
and work was begun immediately to blast the old bridge site to enable
construction of the Bailey. 24 Bn sseembledl vicinity Etzsluach to await
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completion of bridge. 400 Pwds were taken most.ly from Ruloletedt.
Regtl CP wes mobile during the day setting up in Etzelbach for the
night.

U April 1945

0o B, 31l2th Engrs began comstruction of the Bailey Bridge at
Etzelbach but reportel thet it would probably nob be finishel until
somet ime in the afternoon. After crossing the Seale river the troops
famed out end pabtrolled to the east for a distance of 5 Km.

In the past three days the troops had covered a sector of 60 Xm
in length since they left Tambach of April 1ll. The men had gone most
of the way on foot, lived on K rebtions and slept very little. The
delay caused by constructing the bridge aforkel the troops an opportunivy
for some much-need el rest end st lesst one good hot meal.

The bridge was completed at 1730 ard 3d Bn orgenics amd supporting
amor were reportel crossing at 1800. They proceelel through the north

- part of the Regtl sector while the other tow battalions proceeded

along the southern route to Division objective vicinity Chemnitz-Plaues
Autobehn, Troops proceeied against scattered emall arms fire and
numerous roesil blocks. 1st Bn wes held up vicinity Frielebach due to
the extreme darkness amd doubtfull reconnaissance of the proper routes.
Total Fi's taken for day, 178. ‘

15 spril 1945

At daybreak the column again hegan to move. 24 3n (motorized)
paesed through lst Bn at Friedebach, and proceeiel towerd objective.
lst Bn sgsembled in that area t0 await transportation. 2d 3n continued
along route of sdvence towaerd Possneck (J7240) where they comtacted
elenents of the 345th Inf who were edvencing from the south without
opposition, 2 Bn receivel enemy artillery fire in the vicinity of
Tagan (J91355) after an edvance of 18 Km without detemined resistence.
The 3d Bn edvenced to Dittersdorf (J8835) where trucks were dispatched
to pick wp 1lst Bn st Frielebach. 20 Bn receiveld enemy artillery fire in
vicinity of Tagaw (J9135) and then sdvanced to Klein-Wolscheniorf ( j9736)
wihere they took up positions for the night. Isolated grows of the enemy
embushed 20 Bn jeepe causing several casualties. Town of Mcssbach and
42 PW's was taken by the Regtl Hq Co without firing s shot., Regtl CF
proceed el to Dragensdorf (J89%5) for the night., Total PW'e for the

16 april 1945
The Command ing General commended the regiment on a good day's aivance
ardorderel advance to be continued in early morning for Division Obj.
A coordinated attack on Zeulenroda (J9936) with the 3d Bn attacking from
the north ard the 2 Bn attacking fram the East was planned for 06%C

‘after a terminute artillery preparation on the towny however 20 3n was

engaged in clearing out woods 1o the rear of their area es tanke wers
reported in that erea, aml could not assist the 3d Bn in teking the town.
34 Bn hed secured the town by 1035 followed by the 2d ard lst Bns. 1st =n
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advancel toward Elsterberg (K1032) meeting slight resistance until reaching
the town where smell arms and srfillery fire was encounterel. Capturel the
two main bridges in taect et Elsterberg, one of them while the enemy was
attempting to destroy itl Kmocked out enemy ertillery piece, personnel
aerrier and ammunition truck on high groumloutside Elsterberg. Ilst Bn pro-
cealel to Brockau (K1632) where it held up for the night; 3d Bn took wp
positions % Km north of Elsterberg; and 2 Bndug in vicinity Elsterberg.
Regtl CP Elsterberg. 4An all-time high of PW's were teken today with ihe
Regts tbtel at close of day, 537.

17 April 1945

The Regt has come to the last lap of the move with only about 12 Em
between it and the Div objective, 1st Bn jumped off at 0630, completely
occupying the town of Treuen by 0930. 50 Americen PW's were libergiel en
route. 20 Bn approached Lengenfeld from the East amd encountered amall ams
fire and fire from SP gune. Three light tenks, attachel to 2d Bn, were
disabled and it was estimated thet 5 enemy tanks were preparing to counter-
sttack, from the west. An air mission was flown one-hglf houwr afier il wes
requestel, results reported very good.  TD accountel for one enemy tank.

Upon ord er of tie Reghl Comdr a task force consisting o 1 Inf Company,
1 Plet of Tenks was sent to sttack Lengenfeld fram SW to assist the 2 Bn
which hed now canmitted all its companies. AL about 1600 & ceptiursd 89th
Division jeep mounting a 30 Cal MG mammed by 5 Germans moved inuc the lst Bn
positions ceusing several casualties. At 1800, X Bn moved armor into the
town and by 2300 the high ground E or the town was occupied. 1st 3n took
up defensive pesitions vicinity Treuen; 3d Bn occupied positions in Altmenn-
sgrunl};.nd Unter Laut erbach. Regbtl CPmoved to Treuen. Totel FPi's for the
day, Q.

The division objective was finglly obtained after six cays rapid edvance.
The Regt cleared a sector of 121 Xm in length, clearing sbout 75 towns ard
villages including Plaue, Stadtilm, Rudolstedt, Possneck, Zsulenrcda, Lengen~
feld anmd Treuen, and taking about 2,500 German Prisoners, Tolal casualties
for the period 11-17 April wer e 11 killed, 61 wourded, and 32 missing in action.

18 April 1945
Positions were comsolidated along limiting line, no fire line was established,
ard patrols were active all along the fromt. Continued to clesr enemy within.
gssignel area of responsibility. Maintainel contact with 89th Div on North

eand TF Sumdt on South.

19 April 1945
Bns improvel ard consolidstel positions. Active patrolling continued
to East. 3d Bn occupied positions in sector fomerly occupied by TF Sundt,
Med @ maXimun use of available time for rehabilitgbion of troops and maintenance.

20 spril 1945 \
/impro'ved and consolidated positions., Aggressive patrolling 6Gontinued
A\
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to front throughout perdod. Made maximum use of time for maintenance of
equipment and vehicles. 3d Bn patrol visitel town of Falkenstein and found
it occupied by eneny., Found thet enemy artillery hed movel to Auerbach.
Co K was relieved of gttachment to TF Sundt end reverted to Regtl control
after a very successful week of pperations.

21 april 1945
Active pabrolling continued ‘throughout period., Continued policing
ares of responsibility during entire period. Received message that Russians
were 25 Km east of us and also various instructions in case juncture was
mede with our Regts Interpreters were picked out end placed gt roed blocks
on all rosds leeding to the Esst. Patrolling to the fromt was to cesse
immed iat ely except to check on possibdlity of Russien epproach.

22 april 1945
. Direct fire wespon firing on positions during night and morning causing
several casualties., Artillery fired counterbattery and enemy fire ceased.

No change in mission,

25 April 1945
Contect paetrols were operating, contacting the 89th Division on owr
leftt. No enemy contact during day. Mission unchanged.

24 April 1945
Positions along defense line Were changel wWith the lst 3n teking up
positions on high ground around Treuen since several eneuy raiding paerties
hefl been shooting up their outposta., Regtl CP moved back to Limbach.
Obgerved artillery fire placed on eneny positions to fromt. Training schiadules
were begun ard training was conducted where possible, Four fires, apparently
causel by WP grensdes occured in town of Lengenfeld. Mission unchanged.

25 April 1945
Bns continued to improve and consolidate positions. Forward patrolling
was again starteds Mission unchanged.

26 April 1945
No chenge in mission. Training in basic subjects comiuctel where possible.

27 April 1945
Still holding positions., Awaiting further orders.

28 April 1945
Active patrolling comducted, 3d Bn patrol going into Cberlautertach
axd to high ground weet ot Dorfstedt., Patrol to Falkenstein fourd the town
occupled by enemy troops

: 29 April 1945
No change in poeitions. Patrolling continueds Treining contimed,

~
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A ‘ , 30 april 1945
i S Training schelules, includ ing renge firing, continued, Aggressive
patrolling continued. No chenge in positions, awaiting orgers.

A /Kﬂ/é

For the Regimental Commard ers

< L®M W sHIEIDS
Major, Infaniry
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