RESTRICITED

GENERAL ORDERS) F ADWI/RTERS 87TH INFANTRY DIVISION
8ty APO 448, U. S, Army
m'BL'P 171) EXTRA L 11 Junc 1945 .

f .
I. AWSRD OF UNIT CITATION, Under the provisions of Section IV,

Circular 333, War Departmcnt, 22 Dscember 1943, the following Unit
is cited: .

The’First Battalion, 347th Infantry Kegiment, 87th Infantry
Division, distinguished itself by gonspicuous heroism and ex-
emplary toamwork during the crossihg 6f the Khine River, CGormany,
in the carly morning of 25 March 1945, .is the first assault .
wave left the west bank of the river, the encmy sent up flaros
and immcdiately opened machine’gun, 20mm, artillery and small *
arms fire on the assault boats. Iji the face of the heavy firoe,
the first assault wave, without heEitation, conpleted the cross-

ing and cngaged the encmy on the opst shore. Despite the numer-
ous difficulties that worc cncouaferod, the ontiro battalion
made the crossing in soveral hours, . #8 each wave hit the east
shore they quickly rcorganized and; bitterly fought their way
forward in ‘spite of heavy enemy defonsces and capturcd thoir
objective by 0600 hours. It was discovered later, that the
cnemy ‘had bcen ordored to hold this particular ground at all
costs, Decspite heavy concentrations of all types of encmy

fire during the ensuing twenty-four hours, the First Battalion
withstood fivée enemy countorattack® in force, ‘S0 rapid was
their advance that many cnemy posipions, numcrous smell groups
of cncmy soldiers and many snipersjwere by-passed. Howover, the
administrative section of battaliop headquarters constituted a
task force and engaged these groupp and destroyed them one

by onc &nabling the assault wavcs po continuc their forward
advanco, The gallant perfornmance o6f this unit and the conspic-
uous horoism and couragcous detcrmination of cach member ere . °
in kooping with the highest traditions of the military sertfice,
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