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I. AW!.RD OF "tJNIT CIT!,TION, Under t Lo provisions of Section IV, 
Circular JJJ, War DOpartmcnt, 22 D!cember 1943 , tho following Unit 
is cited: . . 

Tho"First Battalion, 347th In antry Regiment, 87th Infantry 
Divi s i on1 distinguished itself by onspicuous heroism and ex- • 
emplo.ry teamwork during tho crossip 6f tho Rhine niver, Germany, 
in tho early morning of 25 March 1 4~, :.s the first assault . · 
wav 0 loft tho west bank of tho riv r, tho enemy sont up flares 
and i mmediately opened mnchino·gun 20mD, artillery and small : 
arms fire on tho assault boa t s , I~ the fac o of tho heavy firo, 
the first assault wave~ without hoi i tation, conpletod thu cross- . 
ing and engaged tho oncmy on the o st shore . Despite tho numer­
ous difficulties thnt wore cnc oun orod, th0 entire battalion 
made the crossing in several hours!' . .. >.S each wave hit the oast 
shore t hoy quickly r eorganized and 1bitt erl y fought their way · 
forward in ·spite of heaVy enemy dcfonsos and captured their 
objoctivo by 0600 hours , It was d~spovorod l nt er, thnt the 
enemy"had boon order ed to hold this particular ground at all 
costs. Despite heavy concentrations or all types of enomy . 
fir e during tho · ensuing twenty- four · hours, the First Battalion 
withstood five enemy countora.t t ackt in force ; ' so· r apid wa s 
t heir advance that many e"nemy pos~1·- ions; numerous sru.e l l groups 
of enemy soldiers and mnn,lr sniper s wor e by..: pas s od . now ovor , the 
administrativo s ection of batt al io headquarters constituted a 
t ask force and engaged those group and destroyed them one 
by ono 6nablinG tho assault waves o continue the ir forwQrd 
advance . Tho gallont pcrforn~oc0 f this unit and the conspic ­
uous heroism and courageous detorrlination of ouch mombor are · 
in kooping with tho highest traditions of the military ser:l'ico, 
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